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CHAIR’S PIECE

One of the joys of being Chair has to be the excuse it gives me to scan any equine related magazine that comes to hand. And what a range this can cover. What is even better is the pride of finding the name of a PRA member in amongst the results or even better an article. Not surprisingly there are limits to the number of publications I can skim either at home or on the newsagent shelves (shush don’t let on) and consequently must only see small number of member’s names in print. So you can imagine the delight when members inform us of their fame and enclose copies of the articles. We will always try to include a mention, if not the item – see examples in this issue. I know that for many this may be considered blowing your own trumpet – but to others it can be seen as the encouragement required to try for themselves. You will also see that the PRA works in conjunction with an ever-increasing number of shows and events nationwide by providing rosettes in specific classes within their own schedules.  These rosettes are awarded to the highest placed adult competing with an equine under 15hh – therefore known as the Best in Class.  There is no end to the level or discipline where this simple scheme can be placed.  Look out for them in your own area. A reminder to those of you who are less competitive to enrol in our PLEASURE RIDING SCHEME. This scheme enables registered riders to attain certification at gradually increasing levels for time spent purely hacking. The scheme also allows those who do not own their own pony to register time spent at riding schools or exercising their friend’s ponies etc. This area of the association is aimed, in general, at those who are much less competitive. As you will also note from the information in this issue there are opportunities for all members, friends & family to participate in something. There are Photo Shows, and the recently introduced Video Dressage & Video Riding Club competitions – especially for those keen on trying something new that doesn’t involve travelling long distances.

PHOTO SHOW

We will be holding one of our ever-popular photo shows shortly. The schedule will be enclosed in the next newsletter. As we have opened this up to Members & Non-Members alike, equines of all Heights are very welcome to enter. Please pass the schedule round to all your friends. 

PONY TREKKING

Have you ever wondered how the phrase Pony Trekking originated? It all started in Scotland in 1955 because Highland ponies were used to carry adults on rides through the countryside because of their quiet nature and ability to carry weight. You could say that it was the forerunner of the PRA!  

BEST IN CLASS RESULTS

TREC English Championships: L2 Ind. Mary Weston & Floss; L4 Ind. Margaret Feme & Jenny. L2 Pairs Sarah Thurnell & Walbro Lucky Jim.

 Felstead Horse Society Essex: Ridden M&M Welsh C&D E.Collins & Brynargoed Taran; Ridden M&M Connemara/NF J Laughton & Millfields Tristan; Novice Ridden M&M E.Rose & Peekaboo Prince Oberon. Laffak RC Merseyside: Family Pony Sheila Marsh & Falcon Bronwyn; IH Veteran Pat Marsh & Rob Roy; Snr Equitation Nicola Chamberlain & Sherwood.

Slimbridge Show Gloucs; Large M&M Di Reynolds & Broughton Princess Diana; Forest FarmFire Sow, Suffolk, Prelim 10 P.Arnold & Esta Lemon; 2’3” SJ T Manton & Majella. SEIB BHS CC Strathearn Perth: Novice Marjorie Grant & Night Rocket. Halingbury RC, Herts; Ridden Hunter J Davies & Chiddock Prankster; Ridden Veterans K Marner & Just George; 1st Cross K Marner & Just Millie; Side Saddle Ass: Prelim 18: T Spillman-Penn & Little Hero; Mature Riders B Stephenson & Whitecraft Eastern Promise; PB M&M S Davies & Vidal; Family Pony B Taylor & D Charlie.

BRITISH RIDING CLUB NEWS

You may well recall last year’s efforts by the PRA to amend the British Riding Club rule G6.2. This states that ponies under 14hh would be in eligible to compete in senior show jumping competitions. Our hopes were that this rule would be abolished or amended, thus opening up the senior BRC show jumping competitions to more pony/rider combinations. Unfortunately the efforts made on this occasion, by both individual PRA members and the PRA itself have not proved successful. However the central committee at the PRA will not, rest assured, leave this matter alone. We will continue to address this issue at every opportunity. We want to get this right and therefore we will be taking a number of routes with this matter that will include talking to a number of equine press and equine associations. We have plans afoot, but may well need your further assistance at a later date in order to present a professional and comprehensive argument.


PLEASURE RIDING SCHEME

Well done to the following who have attained these levels within the scheme. Your sash/rosettes are on the way: J McKenzie 50 Hrs, L Rowe 150 Hrs G Coltman 250 Hrs K Clarke 1000 hrs

 PERFORMANCE AWARDS

As the end of the year approaches, it is time to send in your green Performance Logbooks for annual calculation.  We have a huge array of Performance Awards on offer, see your Handbook for further details, and we would love to see each of you (with full membership) taking part. Your books need to be sent back to the address on the front of the cover by 1st January, this means with the impending Christmas post and the delays that naturally occur due to it, you will need to give ample time to send your book back. Do not worry if your book doesn’t look like it has many results in it, there are a large number of awards available and not all of these are Performance related, so your 2 or 3 shows could mean something different to us than they do to you!  You will also be putting points towards your own personal performance scheme, which is not affected by anybody else’s results and you could walk away with a Bronze/Silver/Gold or even Platinum award.


BEST IN CLASS LIST

Listed below is a typical example of around 8 weeks worth of advance notification on shows who are supporting the PRA with Best in Class in a number of classes:

BHS     S.E.I BHS Cross Country: Novice & Open (British Horse Society – various event locations) TRRC  TREC Level 1, Individual & Pairs (Tilford & Rushmore RC, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey) LRC      Veterans, M&M WHP, Family Pony, Snr Equitation (Laffak RC, Swan Lane, Newton Le Willows, Merseyside.)SERC    Family Pony, Ridden Cob (St Edmonds RC, Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk) HRC      Minimus SJ, Pre-Intermediate SJ, 2’6” SJ, Best Condition, Prelim & Novice Dressage (Hallingbury RC, Hallingbury, Herts.)      

LETTERS

Letters and articles to the Editor are always welcome. There is a prize for the best piece sent through from a member for each issue.

***STAR LETTER***

Hi there, 

I noticed in a previous newsletter you mentioned the possibility of starting a section for more mature members. I bought my pony (a Fell mare) in my late fifties and as a first time owner have a huge amount of fun with her. This year I have started doing charity rides and BHS rides and am just getting used to driving a trailer. I wonder if there are others like me who aren’t particularly competitive but willing to have a go at low level/fun activities? The BHS evening rides have been such a success in my area (Northants/Warks borders) that I thought maybe something similar would go down well. We have superb hacking so if anyone was interested I would be happy to escort him or her. Kate Merry North Hants Ed – What a great idea. Those of you that are interested in meeting up with Kate (or others) please let me know & I will pass on details. Kate wins a small prize for this letter.

ABOUT THE PRA

The primary objective of the Association is to promote the acceptance of adults who own or compete with their ponies in all equestrian disciplines at all levels. Pony Riders Association (PRA) was founded in 1991 and works largely in co-operation with local riding clubs and equestrian centres, sponsoring awards at shows and events nation-wide.  In addition the Association produces a regular newsletter. Under our Performance Awards scheme, points are available for virtually all equestrian pursuits and, in addition to the presentation of National and Regional Championships; every member can work towards personal Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum Certificates.  Both Adult and Junior members are welcomed and all equines under 15hh are eligible for registration.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES Full Adult: Entitles entry for up to 2 ponies within the Performance awards scheme. Bi-Monthly Newsletters.  Handbook.  Full voting rights. Pleasure Riding included. Pleasure:  Pleasure Riding only scheme (also open to Horses). Bi-Monthly Newsletter. Full voting rights Non Riding: Bi-monthly newsletters. Full voting rights. Junior:  Under 18 years.  As per Full adult, however no voting rights available.

NATIONAL PERFORMANCE AWARDS

The Performance awards have been designed to encourage Pony riders to take part in a variety of equestrian activities at any level.  Points can also be gained by just taking part in many events. At the end of the year both National and Regional championships are awarded at our AGM.  Results are based on each individual pony/rider combination and not per rider. We currently have over 40 awards available to win and not all are entirely result based! Points are awarded in the following groups:

1. Ridden Showing 1a.   WHP         2. In Hand Showing3.     Show Jumping 3a.   Combined Trng/Eventing   4.     X Country/ODE/Hunter trials5.     Dressage                         6.     Long Distance Riding        7. Western 8.    Gymkhana                      9.     Driving        10. TREC   11.  Family Challenge          12.   Photo Shows       13. Junior Hi-Point Championship 14. Golden Saddle Pleasure Riding

THE ORIGINAL PONY EXPRESS

Ranked among the most remarkable feats to come out of the 1860 American West, the Pony Express was in service from April 1860 to November 1861.Its primary mission was to deliver mail and news between St. Joseph, Missouri, and San Francisco, California.

IN PRAISE OF DRESSAGE PONIES By (Adult Pony Rider) Melissa Marshall

Why aren't there more adults riding ponies? For a small adult, a large pony may be a perfect partner and engaging friend. Physically, it is a great fit: your leg is far more apt to wrap around for effective contact. And for those of us definitively in middle age, the ground is much closer on a pony, making mounting easier and those unexpected dismounts a little less worrisome. Because ponies tend to be very hardy, they are also generally easy keepers, with tough hooves, good coats, and many years of sound health. If you have a full career, these attributes alone can make or break the time you have available for your riding life. I may not be a commanding presence when I enter a room, but I am eternally grateful that I never grew too tall to ride a pony. I pity those who have no choice but to ride a horse: Ponies are a rush. In my experience, horses cannot match a pony's spunk, intelligence, determination, all round athleticism, curiosity, appreciation of fun, and sometimes truly devious turn of mind. Like horses, ponies have a wide range of athletic characteristics. Many breeds have remarkable jumping talent; at a Connemara show I saw pony after pony spring calmly and neatly over astonishing heights. Although some ponies move with the 'chop' that only a child could adore, others have Warmblood grace. My large pony, a Welsh cross, looks like a Thoroughbred that was put through the washer and dryer at too high a temperature and shrunk; she covers as much ground as a small horse, is a competitive dressage mount, and has a jump that is an act of beauty. As with any horse, the key to finding the right pony is matching its strengths with your goals. Those are the rational reasons for choosing a pony, but what I truly adore is the pony personality. Oh, they make me laugh. When I am old and have lost all my teeth and have to be fed with a spoon, I will lie in bed, picking at the quilt, and remember those ponies with joy. My partner, Polo: She’s a gifted athlete with the patience of a saint and a keen sense of humour, who taught me to make it through a course of modest jumps intact. Who also taught me that only a triple-locked door could keep her in a stall, that electric fences were no issue to a smart jumper, that umbrellas are natural pony predators, that tables are no obstacle if a judge happens to have an orange soda in hand - and other salient aspects of a determined pony life. A pony is not a horse. It will not be exactly the same as an expansively moving Warmblood or an elegantly leggy thoroughbred. But many come very close and give you so much else in addition: Love. Laughter. Intelligence. A lushly lovely tail, and a mane that spurts like a fountain with inaccurately gauged water pressure. An extraordinary partnership and hysterically funny friendship. All in just the right size package.

THE HISTORY OF THE PRA or A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Pony Riders exists because I bought a pony and found that she was 1.5” too short to compete with me as a rider. I found there were several adult/pony combinations at my yard alone that had the same problem. My actual suggestion was that a club/society be founded to cater for this group. Despite not offering to found it, the PRA was born. The rest as they say  - is history. There have been changes along the way, but it’s been an interesting experience and I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. Nikki Parsler. 

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the committee. No part of this magazine may be reproduced without prior permission. We reserve the right to amend any article sent forward for publication.










